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Dear Mr. Casey: 

Enclosed is a letter fr om one of my constituents, 

regarding possible American aid to Sandaval 

Alarcon of Guatemala. 

I would appreciate your comments. 

Thank you for your help. 
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Guatemalan Terror Chief 
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' WASiKIli^N - For 30 
‘"yean, twJ^'bas been bank- 
rolling ftiim reported to be 
*the fiyU^l^il8 behind the 
rigbt-wU)|jpi^r ' that baa 
claimet) t|p0( thousaiiHtii^ ot. 
'lives in tiimi Aroeridt.> '4- 
' Severapmlclab in 'tlto b^. 
'telligmejbBnunuolty and the 
'Natlonai'ijitCttrlty Council 
‘have' vdNpBnUy protested 
;the contlntti^ of what tlwiy 
consider If i^ter, sbanteful 
'rolatloflji^VBut tnteUigenoe 
'‘soiirMs twlii;^ my asspi^tes: 
■ Dale Vaii|d|i^ and joii Lee 
'Ander8do|f^t ' the funding 
cootjnu esiigi ikiite the opppei- 

* The'd^tlfenis untroubled 
by the (Ad^liiat! the White 
House .itsm ; has denounced 
’the right-«w.death squads in 
■El Salvad^tYet the death 
'squads nwiltiive gotten their 
inspIratioiQliOni the CIA’s 
protege, Sabdoval Alar» 
•con., . ' .'^iv ' ' ■ ■ 

A form^B^ president of 
*GuatemaIiu^h« now heads the 
'Nationar.5||h^atlon Move- 
ment, ;Whib(t^iityle8 Itself “the 
^rty‘of ei^pinized violence." 
"At 00,:'$ai||^ar is a solid, 
■chunky, !.^id-eyed hombre 

1116 ' Liberation 


Movement was founded by the 
CIA in loss as a paramilitary 
force with one immediate 
goal; the overthrow of leftist 
President Jacobo Arbenz Guz- 
man. It succeeded the follow- 
t^ingyear, '‘i’ 

; ■ By the mid-lOdOs, Sandoval 
4 had emerged as a leader of 
’ the organization, and he was 
’ ; evidently a bitter and venge- 
ful man. One former confi- 
: dant said 'Sandoval bad once 
been captured by leftists and 
tortured with an electric cat- 
' .l|je prod. ■ ■ ' j'n' '■ ' i' ■■ 

J|n bis fury, lie began to d»;^ 
fine communists as Just about 
anyone who didn’t share his 
fierce anti-communist views, 
and to equate them with the 
people who had tortured him. 
It was about the same time 
that the first death squad in 
Central America was formed, 
with close ties to the National 
Liberation Movement. 

The death squad took the 
name La Mano Blanca (The 
White Hand) and began to ter- 
rorize leftist suspects in Gua- 
temala. It ^as responsible for 
as many as 8,000 deaths in the 
1960s, plus thousands more 
during a resurgence in the 
1970s. In the 1980 election 
campaign, the National Liber- 
ation Movement all but ac- 
knowledged its association 
with the death squad. 


The idea of "anti-commu- 
nist" death squads proved to 
be exportable. Carbon copies 
of the Guatemalan unit 
appeared throughout Central 
and $outh America. The 
blood- lest work in recent 
years has been done by the 
death squads in El Salvador. 

The underground terror 
groups go by different names. 
In Guatemala alone, there 
have been the Secret Anti- 
communist Army, Organiza- 
tion Zero and the Order of 
^Oeath. r recently disclosed ev- 
■V'idence that the death squads 
throughout Latin America are 
linked, and are “fronted" by 
the regional affiliate of the 
World Anti-Communist 
League. ' 

In 1981, in a public speech, 
the regional anti-communist 
league’s secretary paid ex- 
travagant tribute to Sandoval 
and the National Liberation 
Movement for being “on the 
front line" of thq, bqtUe. 
against communism. ’ '' ' 

Sandoval himself has been a 
pillar of the World Anti-Coni- 
munist League. In 1978, when^ 
he was Guatemala’s vice pres- 
ident, he spoke to the league’s 
11th annual conference and 
denounced everyone from< 
President Carter to the Catho-; , 
lie Church as tools of Marx- 
ism. His complaint: their ; 


stand on human rights and * 
their criticism of the death 
squads. 

Perhaps it was no coinci- ; 
dence that the death squads 
soon began . their bloodiest . 
rampage, killing tens of thou- i; 
sands of suspected leftists and 
sympathizers in Guatemala 
and El Salvador. And it cer- 
tainly was no coincidence that 
Amnesty International traced 
the Guatemalan death squads 
during that period to the pres- 
idontialp^ce. ’ . _ 

Meanwhile, the CIA contin- - 
ues to provide secret funding 

to SandovAl- : 

s. i;,no i” t -i-i 


WATCH ON -THE PENTA-, 
GON: A major audit is under 
, way by the Defense Depart-' 
ment inspector general to find 
out what happens to the mil- 
lions of dollars’ worth of tools 
entrusts to American mili- ‘ 
tary personnel. Sources have 
provided the preliminary re- 
sult, and it’s a shocker: Of 
some 8180 million worth of 
construction and repair tools, 
only about 3 percent can be 
accounted for. The rest are 
.nowhere to be found. . , 
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